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Join Us at the Most 
Important Community 
Meeting this Year! 

Tell NYSDOT what you want 
done with the future of 1-81. 

We Must be Heard! 
• Keep Our Streets Free of Traffic 
• Reconnect Our Neighborhoods 
• Reinvest in Our City 
• Preserve our Comstock neighborhood 

August26 
6 PM to 8 PM 
HW Smith School 
1130 Salt Springs Road 
Syracuse, NY 13224 

For more info: https://webapps.dot.ny.gov/ i-81-viaduct-project 



What Comstock residents need 
to know about the 1-81 project 

• Everyone wants to get rid of that rusty viaduct. 

• But the Albany DOT has not been listening to our community residents. 

• The viaduct handles about 90,000 vehicles per day. DOT plans to divert 
those cars to 481 and to city streets. 

• To get to those streets, they want to create new connections between the 
Interstate and Brighton Avenue, Colvin Street, and a foolish "roundabout" at Dr. 
Martin Luther King Street. 

• Cars bound for the University exiting at Brighton will use Ainsley Drive to get to 
Comstock and to the streets through our Outer Comstock neighborhood. Cars 
exiting at Colvin will also create congestion on our side-streets. 

• Most of the traffic will be at rush hour, right when school children are outside on 
the streets, including Syracuse Latin School on Jamesville Avenue. 

• It will be dangerous-bad for children and bad for drivers. 

• It won't improve safety-accidents will actually get worse - much worse. 

• Instead of improving things here, DOT plans to spend hundreds of millions of 
dollars on highways in the suburbs-moving economic activity out of the city 
reducing the tax base for the city and increasing the taxes for the rest of us. 

• The Albany DOT should listen to us now, and they must start over with a real 
plan - one that works! 

There Is a better plan 

• Get rid of the rusty viaduct. 

• Get rid of the Roundabout at Dr. King Elementary School and exit at Brighton. 

• Keep new traffic out of our neighborhood. 

• Protect our children from new traffic. 

• Spend our tax dollars to support the tax base in the city, not the suburbs. 

• Create a Skyway seven stories up in the air with open space below it. 



Come Speak Your Truth! 

If you have any questions or concerns, come to Dr. King on 

Thursday and get your answers or simply have your opin ion heard! 

Your voice matters! The DOT must address your concerns. Need 

Help or information, no worries the New York Civil Libert ies Union 

will be there to support you1 

We are demanding the viaduct be removed and not be replaced by 

a skybridge by any name. We are demanding t hey move the 

roundabout away from the school and we are demanding the 

community be protected and kept safe during construction. 

Still not sure what to say- put your name on this flyer and drop it in 

the comment box at t he meeting' Your name wi ll not become 

public or be submitted to SHA. 



Come Speak Your Truth! 

If you have any questions or concerns, come to Dr. King on 

Thursday and get your answers or simply have you r opinion heard' 

Your voice matters! The DOT must address your concerns. Need 

Help or information, no worries the New York Civil Liberties Union 

will be there to support you1 

We are demanding the viaduct be removed and not be replaced by 

a skybridge by any name. We are demanding they move the 

roundabout away from the school and we are demanding the 

community be protected and kept safe during construction. 

Sti ll not sure what to say- put your name on this flyer and drop it in 

the comment box at the meeting' Your name will not become 

public or be submitted to SHA 

Name Here~}~ ~ 



1-81 Viadud Projed 
Comment Sheet 

Phone: ( Email: 

Comments: 

Public Hearing August 18, 2021 

City: State: 

0 0 ~ r ,., . T _ r _ . ~ ~ ff f 
O I~ )A/v u.f ~ \A.).(d W (JC}.._ (2JIV~ e__, , . , 

.-1'1~:aroRK I Department of 
~

0
"
1""'TY- Transportation 



1-81 Vioducf Projed 
Comment Sheet 

Name: 

Comments: 

City: C(a.y· 

Mail comments to: Submit comments online: 
1-81 Viaduct Project www.i81opportunities.org 
New York State Department ofTransportation 
333 E. Washington Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

. . 

State: Zip: 

Information Hotline: 
toll-free: (855) I81-TALK (481-8255) 

~ U.S.DepartmentofTransportation ~~-X'o!ORK I Department of 
~-.;' Federal Highway Administration ~ORTIJNITY. Transportation 



Come Speak Your Truth! 

If you have any questions or concerns, come to Dr. King on 

Thursday and get your answers or simply have your opin ion heard' 

Your voice matters! The DOT must address your concerns. Need 

Help or information, no worries the New York Civil Liberties Union 

will be there to support you' 

We are demanding the viaduct be removed and not be replaced by 

a skybridge by any name. We are demand ing t hey move the 

roundabout away from the school and we are demanding the 

community be protected and kept safe during construction. 

Still not sure what to say- put your name on this flyer and drop it in 

the comment box at the meeting' Your name will not become 

public or be submitted to SHA. 



Come Speak Your Truth! 

If you have any questions or concerns, come to Dr. King on 

Thursday and get your answers or simply have your opinion heard' 

Your voice matters! The DOT must address your concerns. Need 

Help or information, no worries the New York Civil Liberties Union 

will be there to support you' 

We are demanding the viaduct be removed and not be replaced by 

a skybridge by any name. We are demanding they move the 

roundabout away from the school and we are demanding the 

community be protected and kept safe during construction. 

Still not sure what to say- put your name on this flyer and drop it in 

the comment box at the meeting' Your name will not become 

<>Hfffiiiffi<l'tt,"-c;HA. 



1-81 Viaducl Projecl 
Comment Sheet 

Comments: 

V / 
Mail comments to: Submit comments online: Information Hotline: 
1-81 Viaduct Project 
New York State Department ofTransportation 
333 E. Washington Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

www.i81opportunities.org toll-free: (855) I81-TALK (481-8255) 

/r/TJ-7 A 7z7V 
~~ U.S.DepartmentofTransportation ~~:'o10RK I Department of 
~.., federal Highway Administration ~ORl\JNITY. Transportation 



Come Speak Your Truth! 

If you have any questions or concerns, come to Dr. King on 

Thursday and get your answers or simply have your opin ion heard' 

Your voice matters! The DOT must address your concerns . Need 

Help or information, no worries the New York Civ il Liberties Union 

will be there to support you' 

We are demanding the viaduct be removed and not be replaced by 

a skybridge by any name. We are demanding they move the 

roundabout away from the school and we are demanding the 

commun it y be protected and kept safe during construction . 

Still not sure what to say- put your name on this flyer and drop it in 

the comment box at the meeting' Your name will not become 

public or be submitted to SHA. 

NameHere•~D ~ 



Public Hearing August 18, 2021 

1-81 Viaducl Projecl 
Comment Sheet 

_Ad_d_r_es_s: _ ___,,Zo=--+----'-£._l__L=a.A=-=D-=U:....:.../VV,----=--=-~ ------¥--""'----c_it....:....y_: _ s_v----'----+~'-""S_St_at_e_: __ Zi--=---p:_+.--L-'!.-L...-,_• Y 
Phone: c 3rc.r l'-(-r j7 2s=:Email: }51t772,vfl!t Q Y411CO (j,)_/1} 

Comments: 

Si. )(-., h&STl(JN~ /k14£)G gt 72-ff Dfh/1/✓C::W CPA/I_ f;Nblh✓ 
A< ( oc - +/<)1" t:NTA'.~ fo ss 1$ t-E1 

ft-ND ,JS 51 tv(s'bQi1"A1J. l--f-,€81/Y '"J)2.A(;f:i C' / 6S f 
w/ €:: ~ 5' vMM &'L TOu/?:ViA ~

1

tdl::5 oJ W6S1: tSa21v/J ~ 
G:, ~ ~, /\A, ~ 1 r -S · C l)--L M s }YL-JlJ/£ (C. 

~~~oroRK I Department of 
~a•ruNITY. Transportation 



1-81 Viadud Projed 
Comment Sheet 

Name: 

Address: 

Comments: 

Mail comments to: Submit comments online: 
1-81 Viaduct Project www.i81opportunities.org 
New York State Department ofTransportation 
333 E. Washington Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

V\Cll/lY) 

Information Hotline: 
toll-free: (855) I81-TALK (481-8255) 

~ U.S.DepartmentofTransportatlon ~~:aroRK I Department of ~-7 Federal Highway Administration ~ORTIJNITY. Transportation 



1-81 Viaducl Projecl 
Comment Sheet 

Name: 

Arts & Crafts Festival 07 /23/21 

Address: S-/ City: S State: l\j Zip: 6 

Phone:{ 3/6'> 7 " "•YI S:::::~ Email: f',Lcl w; n., s-r 1.t2.~ j rtl"; / .~ 

Comments: Co-:rx..rn vi nd y G r,'J is !!£ w 0\ y +o j " , 
. 1f ( 

~J,W,0~0RK I Department of 
~ 0•ruN,TY Transportation 



1-81 Viodud Projed 
Comment Sheet 

Address: L 7 11 ~ 1 /'l /\~c' 72 04 \) Cit~ e i.V. 1+/ State: (I y Zip: ) S 2 1 'f 

Phone: () I~ 3 B' 2 -~7V/ Email: >o/\c:.-lcQt, cfl~e.. \ -z_, 1 (i2 °( v'V\.C/ 1 J_ _ C Orn 

Comments: 

caGcee+e L1J A 1t v1/\-t=h pLei19Ld<~ tr'p 
~l .i.1) o + u.J4 l ( ·" :cb l ·s l £ ·+ b eo + VI p ~ 

Mail comments to: Submit comments online: Information Hotline: 
1-81 Viaduct Project www.i81opportunities.org toll-free: (855) I81-TALK (481-8255) 
New York State Department ofTransportation 
333 E. Washington Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

<. ~ ' • • -

~ U.S.DepartmentofTransportation ~~:'o!ORK I Department of . . . 
~-.; Federal Highway Administration ~ORTUNITY. Transportation 



Address: 
- 1 l ·-

City: '--,L- ; 7_~,j i;...5,,_p State: vd. 1/ Zip: 'I :J, ]_b 
Phone: (J I~)~~ Cf <( re{~) TY___, Email: 

\ ..- • I 

Comments: 

Mail comments to: Submit comments online: Information Hotline: 
1-81 Viaduct Project www.i81opportunities.org toll-free: (855) I81-TALK (481-8255) 
New York State Department ofTransportation 
333 E. Washington Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 



1-81 Viadud Projed 
Comment Sheet 

Address: 

·-z1 -- , - - - . Phone:.P, .> ) zr) ..1- ,:_ • 

Comments: (!) ~ 11 

Mail comments to: Submit comments online: 

1-81 Viaduct Project www.i81opportunities.org 
New York State Department ofTransportation 
333 E. Washington Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

State: Zip: /303:j 

Information Hotline: 
tol I-free: (855) I81-TALK (481-8255) 

. . . ~ U.S.Department ofTransportation ~~:oroRK I Department of 
_: ~~ Federal Highway Administration ~ORTIJN!TY. Transportation 



Come Speak Your Truth! 
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Come Speak Your Truth! 
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Nombre: 

Direcci6n: 

Numero de telefono: ( 

Comentarios: 

Envie sus comentarios: 
1-81 Viaduct Project 
New York State Department ofTransportation 
333 E. Washington Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 

Ciudad o pueblo: Estado: C6digo postal: 

Correo electr6nico: 

Envi~ sus comentarios por 
via electronica: 
www.i81 opportunities.erg 

Linea informativa: 
linea gratis: (855) I81-TALK 
(481-8255) 
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Hi (to whoever receives this), 

I am a hard core supporter of Save 81 just as is as a rebuilt viaduct for a multitude of reasons, presented 
as follows-

Biggest reason to keep 1-81? -

• We have winter and snow! 
• Cars will be at a standstill now skidding to get traction when a light changes and nobody will get 

thru a light or grid. 
• Throw in trucks which will still come through the city, especially with the new Liverpool 

Amazon facility, as the shortest distance between 2 points is a straight line which is through 
the city from the soutn. 

• Snow plows in the strange multi-lane approach to plowing blocking all traffic. 
• The log jams/backups on Harrison, Madison, Adams Streets at hospital rush hour as it stands 

now, include SU and Dome access traffic. All will become exponentially worse! 
• More traffic lights. 
• Traffic circles/roundabouts to add to the snarl? 
• Did I mention we have winter and it snows which nobody seems to wish to acknowledge? 
• Add more traffic on 481 with slopes/grades not designed for the high volume of traffic that 

would now occur, especially more truck traffic that would bypass the city 
• Snow occurring at morning/evening rush hour and it is all just a formula for disaster. 
• 1-81 at least keeps a steady flow of traffic moving when weather is bad, noting accidents due 

occur. An accident on the grid in snow will be total gridlock! It will be a total failure/disaster. 
• 1-81 is elevated. Vehicle exhaust is above ground level. A ground level boulevard will be a health 

hazard to any residential and business entity on either side. 
• A snow storm example now noting Erie Blvd. is only 2 lanes, no longer 3 lanes - With only few 

cars on Erie Blvd. in Dewitt as example, cars were skidding from a stop at a light and with only a 
small amount of cars it was hard to travel down Erie Blvd. and get thru the lights in a timely 
manner. Now do this with "highway" level of traffic on a grid or boulevard. It is not at all 
feasible! 

• Erie Blvd., which would have been a major alternate route should the community grid be pushed 
through is now modified from 3 lanes to 2 lanes for bicycles(!) and has only resulted in vagrants 
and pan-handler at every major intersecyion! Who comes up with this modifying Erie Blvd. at 
this point and time while all this 81 planning is in discussion?? 

Other Key Point for Keeping 1-81 Viaduct As-ls -

• Hospital access. If a life is lost because it takes an extra minute to get someone to a hospital 
because stuck in grid/gridlock, the city should be held accountable for all instances. These 
hospitals expand and grow with knowledge of highway access. 

• Work commute (Dewitt to/from Liverpool in my instance) 
• Rush hour on 481 at the 3 E-W exit, Circle Drive and the slopes and grades of 481 all non­

conducive to high volume truck traffic. Get stuck behind a few trucks getting onto 481 South at 
Jamesville Rd. from the Jamesville quarry and see what only a couple of trucks can cause! Then 
through some snow on the ground to make matters worse. 
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• From Canada to North Carolina, Syracuse is on the map thanks to route 81 as a major federal 
highway coming through our city. Remove it and this city may as well be removed from any 
map. Rochester, Scranton, Binghamton have all modified their highways and kept them, not 
torn them down! 

• 1-81 divides nothing. There's not much under it other than the 1 apartment complex. The city 
has much empty space to provide for this elsewhere. Its placed perfect with Syracuse 
University/Hospitals on one side, downtown Syracuse on the other. 

• As far as a connective corridor from SU to Downtown, I've never seen a bike let alone in bike 
lanes that disrupt traffic on campus and have a mess of a confusing traffic pattern for cars. 

• The city cannot maintain current infrastructure as it stands and that will get worse as all 
resource will be devoted to the grid. Cannot drive on a city street without all but damaging your 
car as roads are in such mad condition in need of maintenance/paving! 

• Traffic backs up on Harrison, Adams, all crossing streets as it is right now at rush hours and a grid 
will only make this worse especially with roundabouts, trucks, snow plow, winter, snow! 

• With a grid, the focus will be on keeping the grid moving, and side streets will be a bigger 
nightmare as the pattern will probably let less cars go on a light cycle on the crossing streets. 

• 1-81 is still a major corridor for transfer of military equipment noting Fort Drum and I'm sure 
others that would have 81 at their disposal for this purpose. 

• Taking away a major highway artery for access to a city that wishes to experience growth and 
bring in business, rather than see business leave, which I believe will be the end result, 
especially downtown. This whole initiative is counter intuitive to city/area growth. 

• Will be the end of Destiny USA as Destiny is already in trouble 
• We only wish the city was like it was with all the major corporations around here 20, 30, 40 

years ago that are only a skeleton of what they once were, if even still here {GM, GE/Lockheed 
Martin, Carrier, Bristol Myers Squibb, other) as the city/area seeks to establish new growth of 
which keeping 1-81 a a major access is key. 

I'm sure I've missed some of other points with my position clear. Its very simple for Syracuse and the 
surrounding suburbs. Maintain the 81 viaduct as is. If anything, could seek to improve the connectivity 
every morning/afternoon to and from the Liverpool side of the city seeking to minimize daily accidents. 
And I'd suggest raising it higher so you can once again see our biggest attraction driving through, the 
Dome of which the university put that awful gray/yellow building along the highway to block a great 
view of the Dome. Every kid wants to see a major sport venue of which the Dome is. 

This city has made many questionable decisions over time, to cite a few major ones, please do not 
make another by tearing down 1-81! -

• Built the Galleries to be the mall of downtown, then Carousel Mall {now Destiny USA) built 
killing any chance for the Galleries to be successful. 

• A War Memorial arena that cannot be renovated as it was declared a historical landmark. Thus 
leave it be as a testament to all our honorable brave men and women of our armed 
forces past and present and build a new state of the art 10-12,000 seat arena where they 
wanted the new baseball stadium in the city. 

• Its too bad there is not a way to make the War Memorial state of the art for 10-12,000 seats 
while preserving all testaments to the men/women of our military who fought and died for this 
country. 
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• I for one believe the baseball stadium to be perfect where is with parking and ease of access. 
Where does anyone park downtown for anything with ease should the ballpark have been 
placed downtown? 

• Recently renovated Hotel Syracuse and again, Destiny builds the Embassy Suites with its 
convention capability and mall there. Time will tell how this impacts Hotel Syracuse. 

• The SU to Downtown connective corridor - Is it ever used? I'm yet to see a bike as they've 
ruined many traffic patterns in the University area and on E. Genesee St. 

• Moving the train station from an easy access East Syracuse location now crammed in where 
Destiny USA and the baseball stadium are. 

Again, I'm sure there's more I'm forgetting. History indicates its difficult to have faith with decision 
makers to do the right thing. In this instance it just seems so simple in the best interest of business, city, 
and suburbs to leave 1-81 as is. There are very few people I speak with that are in favor of removing 1-81. 
It only appears to be very specific vested parties pushing this agenda. SAVE 1-81, DO NOT MAKE THIS 
MISTAKE FOR THIS AREA! 

I appreciate the time of whoever may read/consider this. I've been paying attention and trying to be an 
involved constituent in this process. 

Thank you. 

Howard Lynne 

1ai'llC5v'rll~ Iv f 
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Come Speak Your Truth! 

If you have any questions or concerns, come to Dr. King on 

Thursday and get your answers or simply have your opinion heard' 

Your voice matters! The DOT must address your concerns. Need 

Help or information, no worries the New York Civil Liberties Union 

will be there to support you' 

We are demanding the viaduct be removed and not be replaced by 

a skybridge by any name . We are demanding they move the 

roundabout away from the school and we are demanding the 

community be protected and kept safe during construction. 

Still not sure what to say- put your name on this flyer and drop it in 

the comment box at the meeting' Your name wi ll not become 

P"blrnbern~/•m,tte 
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Comment From: AARP Onondaga Chapter #243 
Date: Sept. 1, 2021 - 1-81 Public Hearing Chestnut Hill School 

AARP Local Chapter 243 and the NY State AARP Office have endorsed the 
Community Grid as the best option for the 1-81 Project. Its design comports 
with the AARP Livable Communities Initiative, which supports best 
practices to deliver more effective transportation networks, safe streets and 
mobility options for people of all ages. Elements of the Community Grid 
must be designed to ensure Safety, Accessibility and Resilience, especially: 

- Good transit options to benefit businesses, communities and people 
of all ages by providing access to jobs, supporting local retailers, lowering 
monthly expenditures for families, increasing property values and improving 
health and wellness. It is therefore essential that the Grid design includes­
and doesn't preclude: 

- Sheltered Bus Stops, and future BRT implementation, to move people 
in Syracuse and Suburban communities to and from work, education 
centers, public buildings, local businesses. CENTRO should be an active 
partner in the l-81 design process. 

- Park & Ride Centers planned during the construction phase. 
- Pedestrian and Bicycle pathways, consistent with subsequent 

implementation of Smart Street standards, must be part of Grid designs. 

- Complete Street Designs to accommodate all users. Communities 
built in the past 50 years have often been sprawling, low density 
communities eonnected via busy, high speed roadways that are only 
accessible by car. Complete Streets aims to create Livable Communities 
that allow people options to access local destinations. Residential and 
commercial streets with shops, restaurants, pedestrian sidewalks, parking, 
street trees, and bike lanes require reducing traffic speeds. Some 
Community Grid designs need revisions to ensure this, such as: 

- Business Loop 81 (BL-81) must reduce lane widths to 11 feet from 
Erie Blvd. to MLK Blvd, and to 30 mph between Oswego Blvd & MLK Jr. E. 

- BL-81 should reduce design speed to 30- 40 mph from MLK Blvd. 
North to Hiawatha Blvd. , 

- The Almond Street Corridor must reduce lanes to 115' - 120' widths to 
tame the traffic which, given its central location within the Grid, serves 
those accessing local destinations. Speed is no longer essential for this. 

Submitted By: Martha Ours, Local AARP Chapter Representative 
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To whom it may concern, 

W:H1RS:p'ih~f 
TRUCKING AT ITS BEST!'" 

Since 1971 

I am writing on my behalf of my company Riccelli Holdings,. we are family-owned and operating in 
Central NY-tor over four generations. As the president of-a multi-faceted business which inclurl~s Riccelli 
Enterprises Inc. , Northern Ready Mix LLC, Northern Asphalt LLC, Northern Paving LLC, and Syracuse 

Sand & Gravel LLC , I work closely with the DOT and NYDEC and have a great deal of understanding 
about the infra-structure in and around Central New York. 

I support the DEIS 1-81 Viaduct Project, and its immediate start. 
( 

As money has already been allocated to this project and the cost of materials, gas, electric, and labor 
are always rising, why wait? 

The project will bring jobs to the people and this community not only during its construction phase but 
far into the future as more spaces open up for commercial and residential buildings with a new and 
improved by-way to and from downtown areas, hospitals and university landmarks. 
So, why not now? 

The Elevated 1.4 mile stretch that is currently 1-81 Viaduct has been rated by a jury of Nationally 
Recognized Transportation Experts and has been listed among the 15 worst urban highways in America, 
that's in all of AMERICA, It is the only highway to be listed in all 7 group reports since 2008. So, why 
not now? 

Isn't it time to tear this CNY eye sore"! down, and begin the repair needed to its communities, while 
bring:ng more commerce and re -connecting neighborhoods? 

Let's get rid of the elevated highway, take the 2-billion-dollar budget generous!y offered and build a 
street level boulevard, a business loop that will benefit the entire CNY community especially those that 
have been unfairly red lined for too many years. 

Waiting would be at a cost to many. So why not now? 

From the vantage point of contractors and local residents it seems like a win-win for CNY and the great 
stat of New York. 

i-n er ly, 

PO Box 6418, Syracuse, New York 13217 • 315.433.5115 • fax: 315.433.1920 • www.riccellienterprises.com 
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