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Hi {to whoever receives this),

| am a hard core supporter of Save 81 just as is as a rebuilt viaduct for a multitude of reasons, presented
as follows -

Biggest reason to keep I-817 —

We have winter and snow!

Cars will be at a standstill now skidding to get traction when a light changes and nobody will get
thru a light or grid.

Throw in trucks which will still come through the city, especially with the new Liverpool
Amazon facility, as the shortest distance between 2 points is a straight line which is through
the city from the soutn.

Snow plows in the strange multi-lane approach to plowing blocking all traffic.

The log jams/backups on Harrison, Madison, Adams Streets at hospital rush hour as it stands
now, include SU and Dome access traffic. All will become exponentially worse!

More traffic lights.

Traffic circles/roundabouts to add to the snarl?

Did | mention we have winter and it snows which nobody seems to wish to acknowledge?

Add more traffic on 481 with slopes/grades not designed for the high volume of traffic that
would now occur, especially more truck traffic that would bypass the city

Snow occurring at morning/evening rush hour and it is all just a formula for disaster.

I-81 at least keeps a steady flow of traffic moving when weather is bad, noting accidents due
occur. An accident on the grid in snow will be total gridlock! It will be a total failure/disaster.

1-81 is elevated. Vehicle exhaust is above ground level. A ground level boulevard will be a health
hazard to any residential and business entity on either side.

A snow storm example now noting Erie Blvd. is only 2 lanes, no longer 3 lanes - With only few
cars on Erie Blvd. in Dewitt as example, cars were skidding from a stop at a light and with only a
small amount of cars it was hard to travel down Erie Blvd. and get thru the lights in a timely
manner. Now do this with “highway” level of traffic on a grid or boulevard. it is not at all
feasible!

Erie Blvd., which would have been a major alternate route should the community grid be pushed
through is now modified from 3 lanes to 2 lanes for bicycles(!) and has only resulted in vagrants
and pan-handler at every major intersecyion! Who comes up with this modifying Erie Blvd. at
this point and time while all this 81 planning is in discussion??

Other Key Point for Keeping I-81 Viaduct As-Is -

Hospital access. If a life is lost because it takes an extra minute to get someone to a hospital
because stuck in grid/gridlock, the city should be held accountable for all instances. These
hospitals expand and grow with knowledge of highway access.

Work commute (Dewitt to/from Liverpool in my instance)

Rush hour on 481 at the 3 E-W exit, Circle Drive and the slopes and grades of 481 all non-
conducive to high volume truck traffic. Get stuck behind a few trucks getting onto 481 South at
Jamesville Rd. from the Jamesville quarry and see what only a couple of trucks can cause! Then
through some snow on the ground to make matters worse.



From Canada to North Carolina, Syracuse is on the map thanks to route 81 as a major federal
highway coming through our city. Remove it and this city may as well be removed from any
map. Rochester, Scranton, Binghamton have all modified their highways and kept them, not
torn them down!

}-81 divides nothing. There’s not much under it other than the 1 apartment complex. The city
has much empty space to provide for this elsewhere. lts placed perfect with Syracuse
University/Hospitals on one side, downtown Syracuse on the other.

As far as a connective corridor from SU to Downtown, I’'ve never seen a bike let alone in bike
lanes that disrupt traffic on campus and have a mess of a confusing traffic pattern for cars.

The city cannot maintain current infrastructure as it stands and that will get worse as all
resource will be devoted to the grid. Cannot drive on a city street without all but damaging your
car as roads are in such mad condition in need of maintenance/paving!

Traffic backs up on Harrison, Adams, all crossing streets as it is right now at rush hours and a grid
will only make this worse especially with roundabouts, trucks, snow plow, winter, snow!

With a grid, the focus will be on keeping the grid moving, and side streets will be a bigger
nightmare as the pattern will probably let less cars go on a light cycle on the crossing streets.
I-81 is still a major corridor for transfer of military equipment noting Fort Drum and I'm sure
others that would have 81 at their disposal for this purpose.

Taking away a major highway artery for access to a city that wishes to experience growth and
bring in business, rather than see business leave, which | believe will be the end result,
especially downtown. This whole initiative is counter intuitive to city/area growth.

Will be the end of Destiny USA as Destiny is already in trouble

We only wish the city was like it was with all the major corporations around here 20, 30, 40
years ago that are only a skeleton of what they once were, if even still here (GM, GE/Lockheed
Martin, Carrier, Bristol Myers Squibb, other) as the city/area seeks to establish new growth of
which keeping 1-81 a a major access is key.

I'm sure I've missed some of other points with my position clear. Its very simpie for Syracuse and the
surrounding suburbs. Maintain the 81 viaduct as is. If anything, could seek to improve the connectivity
every morning/afternoon to and from the Liverpool side of the city seeking to minimize daily accidents.
And I'd suggest raising it higher so you can once again see our biggest attraction driving through, the
Dome of which the university put that awful gray/yellow building along the highway to block a great
view of the Dome. Every kid wants to see a major sport venue of which the Dome is.

This city has made many questionable decisions over time, to cite a few major ones, please do not
make another by tearing down I-81! —

Built the Galleries to be the mall of downtown, then Carousel Mall (now Destiny USA) built
killing any chance for the Galleries to be successful.

A War Memorial arena that cannot be renovated as it was declared a historical landmark. Thus
leave it be as a testament to all our honorable brave men and women of our armed

forces past and present and build a new state of the art 10-12,000 seat arena where they
wanted the new baseball stadium in the city.

lts too bad there is not a way to make the War Memorial state of the art for 10-12,000 seats
while preserving all testaments to the men/women of our military who fought and died for this
country.
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